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Why did I do a thesis?

Caroline’s Goals

G1 Teach with you

G2 Improve writing 

G3 Improve at conducting research

G4 Improve at reporting research 

G5 Publish research at CHI

G6 Work towards becoming a professor

From an early email with my advisor



Courses

● Advanced usability testing
● Both research methods classes
● Practical Skills in HCI; Mastering Master’s Thesis
● Personal Health Informatics & Visualization

● Greek study abroad - Civil Engineering

● Indonesian study abroad - Public Policy



I’ve copied my thesis so you are free 
to use it as a template. This is based 
off of UMD’s latex template. Be sure 
to check with UMD’s library style 
guide.
overleaf.com/read/hskcnyqwbgfw

Writing



I’ve copied my gantt chart, feel 
free to use.  
https://docs.google.com/spreadsh
eets/d/1juIK6vm6L1WSVxFYs0o
aQDap4lcaJV2Sxvqze44TLp8/edi
t?usp=sharing

Timeline & Planning - Milestones & Activities



Books that helped me to research



Books that helped me to write



What else helped?

Librarians at UMD & their 
workshops: 
lib.umd.edu/about/events

Writing in my free time

Reading for fun Working out at Eppley

My support 
network:

Christina, my 
sister/room mate

Ben, my fiance

Getting outside



Habits that helped me

Sending a weekly update to my advisor 24 hr before we meet
Meeting with my advisor 
1 hr / week

Getting to know my labmates

Writing early and often



Key Administrative Tasks

❏ IRB approval

❏ Committee nomination form 

❏ Scheduling defense

❏ Sending document to advisor for revisions

❏ Sending document to committee

❏ Defending thesis

❏ Revising

❏ Submitting to library 

You are the project manager of your thesis



Challenges

● Deciding what to research

● Imposter syndrome

● IRB application revisions

● Aligning expectations - committee 

involvement

● Running studies

● Formatting

You are the project manager of your thesis



So, would I do it again?

YES!
Caroline’s Goals

✅ Teach with you Information Org. (TA)

✅  Improve writing 

✅ Improve at conducting research

✅ Improve at reporting research 

  ?  Publish research at CHI

✅ Work towards becoming a professor



Remember enjoy the ride

● Brown Bag luncheons

● Prof. Choe’s classes

● Greek and Indonesian study abroad

● Sports events

● Bike rides around Artemesia lake

● Access to DC (Embassy Events, 

Concerts, Kennedy Center, DC Bike 

Party)

● Pottery at STAMP


